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6. PUBLIC COMMENT - Each speaker is allowed 3 minutes unless the Commission directs differently.

If you wish to provide public comment, please see guidance below or on our website at:
https.//www.epchc.org/about/meetings-agendas

7. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Consent Agenda Items

a. Approval of April 16, 2026 EPC Meeting MINULES ..........cccueeiieriierieeiieniiesteeieeseeseeeieeseeeseeeseenenens 2
b. Pollution Recovery Fund (PRF) Budget FY2026.........coooioieiieeieeieeee e 6
C. Legal Case NOIFICALION .....cc.veeiieiieiieeie ettt ettt ettt e st e et e et e e seee et e esteesseeesseesseensaesnsaenseenseenns 8
d. Renewal of Tampa Bay Estuary Program Interlocal Agreement.............cccevcveevieenienieeieeneenieeeeenne 10
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Any person who might wish to appeal any decision made by the EPC regarding any matter considered at the forthcoming public hearing or meeting is hereby
advised that they will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made
which will include the testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.

Anyone who wishes to speak either virtually or in-person during the meeting may do so by completing the online Public Comment Form found at:
www.epchc.org/pubcomment. The form is open 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting. Virtual speakers must submit the online public comment form
at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. In-person speakers will be able to sign up using the same online form 48 hours prior to arrival or can
sign up on-site via our kiosk up until the start of the meeting. Visit the EPC webpage for more details on agendas and public comment. This meeting will
also be available LIVE as follows: Spectrum - Channel 637, Frontier - Channel 22, Comcast - Channel 22, PC: http://www.hcflgov.net/HT Vlive, and i0S:
http://65.49.32.149/iosvideo/ios.htm .

Visit our website at www.epchc.org
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #7.a.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: Approval of April 16, 2026 EPC meeting minutes

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Division: Administration Division

Recommendation: Approve the April 16, 2026 EPC meeting minutes.

Brief Summary: Staff requests the Commission approve the meeting minutes for the Commission
meeting held on April 16, 2026.

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact

List of Attachments: Draft copy of the April 16, 2026 EPC meeting minutes.

Background: None
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APRIL 16, 2026 - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION

The Environmental Protection Commission (EPC), Hillsborough County, Florida,
met in Regular Meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 9:30 a.m.,
in the Boardroom, Frederick B. Karl County Center, Tampa, Florida, and held
virtually.

The following members were present: Chair Gwen Myers and Commissioners Chris
Boles, Donna Cameron Cepeda, Harry Cohen, Ken Hagan (via telephone),
Christine Miller, and Joshua Wostal.

1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION

P Chair Myers called the meeting to order at 9:2 .m. Commissioner Cameron

Cepeda led in the pledge of allegiance to the

and gave the invocation.

2. ROLL CALL

P The Deputy Clerk called the roll and ted guorum was present.

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

s’Ms. Janet Lorton, EPC Executive D
the agenda.

stated there were no changes to

4., REMOVAL OF CONSENT T COMMENT, OR SEPARATE VOTE - b

None.

ON,

5. RECOGNITIONS AND

2026 Scholastic Environmental Merit Award to
ddleton High School, for her project entitled
=signing Proteins that Bind to Heavy Metals.

a. Presentaty
Kohana Pal
Computationall

» Ms. Lorton recognized Ms. Basu, who made remarks. Chair Myers gave
accolades.

b. Proclamation declaring May as American Wetlands Month

» Commissioner Cohen declared May 2026 as American Wetlands Month in the
County.

6. PUBLIC COMMENT - » None.
7. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Consent Agenda Items

a. Approval of February 19, 2026, EPC Meeting Minutes
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THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026

b. Pollution Recovery Fund (PRF) Budget Fiscal Year 2026

c. Legal Case Notification

d. Select Performance Measure Goals for 2026 - First Quarter Update
» Chair Myers sought a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner

Wostal so moved, seconded by Commissioner Cohen, and carried seven to zero.

8. PUBLIC HEARING - None.
9. REGULAR AGENDA
a. University of South Florida (USF) Cofllege of Marine Science PRF

Project Presentation

P Ms. Lorton and P Dr. Steven Murawskdf,” USF, highlighted the project.

Following appreciative remarks from ChairMyers, » Commissioner Wostal
expressed concern with per- and polyfluorodlkyl substances (PFAS) and other
microplastics in the water. Commisgioner €ohen suggested PFAS litigation
remediation funds to clean up water(pollution. Commissioner Wostal favored

using PFAS money for recovery., > chaid Myers requested a motion to receive
the presentation. Commissioner |Wostal so moved, seconded by Commissioner
Cohen, and carried seven to, zero.ggplis.' Lorton clarified penalty funds were
used on PFAS projects and underwent a rigorous review process.

b. Microplastdes in“PampanBay Presentation

P Ms. Lorton and P Méh Lyndsey Grossmann, USF, talked about microplastics.

» Commissioner Wostal questioned whether large storm events might overwhelm
Tampa Bay Water’s planned PFAS treatment system and increase pollution risks.
Commissioner Cohen wondered if the Community Development Block Grant money

could be used to support cleanup efforts. Following accolades, P Chair
Myers sought a motion to receive the presentation. Commissioner Wostal so
moved, seconded by Commissioner Cohen, and carried six to zero.
(Commissioner Hagan was out of the room.)

C. Community Air Monitoring Network Presentation

b>Ms. Lorton, Mr. Jason Waters, EPC, and b’Dr. Amy Stewart, USF, spoke on

the item. » Chair Myers asked for a motion to accept. Commissioner Wostal
so moved, seconded by Commissioner Cohen, and carried six to zero.
(Commissioner Hagan was out of the room.)
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THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026

d. Permitting Process Feedback Meetings Report

i'Ms. Lorton deferred to i'Mr. Michael Lynch, Director, EPC, who shared a

presentation. » Chair Myers asked for a motion to receive the report.
Commissioner Wostal so moved, seconded by Commissioner Cohen, and carried
six to zero. (Commissioner Hagan was out of the room.)

e. Executive Director’s Report

» Ms. Lorton expounded on the item.

10. DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - s'Non

ADJOURN
» There being no further business, the ting was journed at 10:45 a.m.
D AN PROVED:
CHAIR
ATTEST:

VICTOR CRIST, CLERK

By:

Deputy Clerk

ad
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #7.b.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026
Subject: Pollution Recovery Fund Budget
Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Division: Administration Division
Recommendation: Informational Report Only

Brief Summary: The EPC staff provides a periodic summary of the funds allocated and available in the
Pollution Recovery Fund.

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact

List of Attachments: PRF Budget Spreadsheet

Background: The EPC staff provides a periodic summary of the funds allocated and available in the
Pollution Recovery Fund (PRF). The PRF funds are generated by monetary judgments and civil
settlements collected by the EPC staff. The funds are then allocated by the Commission for
restoration, education, monitoring, the Artificial Reef Program and other approved uses.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
FY 26 POLLUTION RECOVERY FUND
10/1/2025 through 5/31/2026

REVENUE EXPENDITURES RESERVES NET PRF
Beginning Balance $ 2,604,380 |Artificial Reef $ 65,940 |Minimum Balance $ 120,000
Interest $ 57,033 |Open Projects $ 788,344 |Est. FY 27 Budget $ 65,940
Deposits $ 262,152 Asbestos Removal $ 5,000
Total $ 2,923,565 Total $ 854,284 Total $ 190,940 | $ 1,878,341

PROJECT Project Amount Project Balance
FY22 Projects
Heckman Petro. Assess. 10131.102063.531001.5370.1297 $ 15,000.00 $§ 15,000.00
$ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00
FY24 Projects
ERI Palma Ceia Spring Restoration 10131.102063.582990.5370.1367 $ 50,000.00 $  33,860.92
$ 50,000.00 §  33,860.92
FY25 Projects
H.C. Ext. Svc. - Pesticide Collection 10131.102063.581990.5370.1361 $ 30,000.00 $§ 30,000.00
USF Water Qual. Old Tampa Bay 10131.102063.581990.5370.1369 $ 100,000.00 $ 100,000.00
USF Chem. Impacts on McKay Bay 10131.102063.581990.5370.1370 $ 99,340.00 $§  99,340.00
UF PFAS in Tampa Bay Waters 10131.102063.581990.5370.1371 $ 75,643.00 $  46,793.48
H.C. Ext Svc. - P/F Education 10131.102063.581990.5370.1372 $ 10,285.00 § 10,285.00
USF Mapping of Sulphur Springs 10131.102063.581990.5370.1373 $ 61,305.00 $ 61,305.00
USF MST Tool for H.C. Waterways 10131.102063.581990.5370.1374 $ 75,000.00 § 71,804.86
ERI Learning Gate School Wetland Rest.  10131.102063.582990.5370.1375 $ 78,000.00 $  78,000.00
$ 529,573.00 § 497,528.34
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #7.c.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: Legal Case Notification

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Division: Legal Department

Recommendation: Informational Report

Brief Summary: This notification is to assist Commissioners in identifying potential conflicts of interest
that may exist and that may require disclosure prior to taking action in a quasi-judicial administrative matter.
It is also intended to assist Commissioners in avoiding discussing matters with parties during administrative

or civil litigation.

Financial Impact: Standard litigation costs are included in the Legal Department’s operating budget, but
any individual case may require a future budget amendment.

List of Attachments: None

Background: The EPC Legal Department primarily handles litigation in administrative and civil
forums. A list of new cases the EPC opened since the previous Commission meeting is provided below.
Occasionally, a new case or cases, may be disposed of in between the prior and current EPC meetings,
yet this list will still be provided for continuity and consistency.

Administrative appeals (a/k/a administrative hearings, petitions, challenges, or Section 9 Appeals)
involve challenges to agency actions such as permit application decisions or administrative enforcement
actions (e.g. — citation or consent order). These proceedings are conducted before an appointed hearing
officer who enters a recommended order after an evidentiary hearing. After the hearing officer issues
the recommendation, the administrative appeal is transferred back to the Commission to render a final
order. Acting in this quasi-judicial capacity, the Commission and all parties are subject to ex-parte
communication restrictions. After receipt of an appeal or a request for an extension of time to file an
appeal, the Commission should avoid discussing those cases. The chart below generically refers to these
cases as “Administrative Appeal,” but it could also be an extension of time to file an appeal.

The purpose of providing notice of new cases is to assist Commissioners in identifying persons or entities
that may present a conflict of interest. Certain conflicts may require the Commission to recuse
themselves from voting on a final order. Please note, the Legal Department provides notice of sufficient
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appeals to the Commission via e-mail to assist in the conflict check process and as a reminder to limit
communications; therefore, the Commission may have already received prior notification of the
administrative case(s) listed below.

If the EPC becomes a party in civil litigation either through an approved Request for Authority to Initiate
Litigation or by receipt of a lawsuit, the case will also be listed below. Any attorneys representing
opposing party(ies) must communicate through the EPC counsel and should not contact the Commission
directly. It is also recommended that the Commissioners avoid discussing litigation prior to consulting
with EPC counsel.

Please note, some cases included in the table below may have closed or reached resolution prior to this
Commission meeting. Please direct any calls or e-mails concerning administrative or civil litigation to
the EPC Legal Department.

NEW LITIGATION CASES OPENED SINCE AGENDA PUBLICATION FOR THE APRIL 16,
2026 EPC COMMISSION MEETING:

EPC Date
Case No. Opened Case Type Case Style Division
Calli and Vanessa Grace v. Williams
26-EPC-003 4/14/2026 Administrative Gonzalez and EPC Wetlands
Lake Heather Lakes HOA v. Williams
26-EPC-004 4/17/2026 Administrative Gonzalez and EPC Wetlands
Dustin and Jodie Wilke v. Williams Gonzalez
26-EPC-005 5/6/2026 Administrative and EPC Wetlands
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #7.d.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: Renewal of Tampa Bay Estuary Program Interlocal Agreement
Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Division: Water Division

Recommendation: Recommend the Commission approve and authorize the Chair to execute the
document on behalf of EPC.

Brief Summary: The Commission is requested to continue EPC’s participation as a party to the Tampa
Bay Estuary Program by executing the latest 5-year renewal of the TBEP Interlocal Agreement

Financial Impact: $10,000 annual contribution to the Tampa Bay Environmental Restoration Fund
(TBERF) from Pollution Recovery Funds.

List of Attachments: Tampa Bay Estuary Program Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement

Background: Asa member government of the Tampa Bay Estuary Program, EPC agrees to work together
in good faith and through their best efforts to address actions and recommendations in the Comprehensive
Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) for Tampa Bay. This includes, among other things, supporting
CCMP habitat goals for Tampa Bay by assisting the Tampa Bay Estuary Program in implementing and
recording habitat protection and restoration activities. These goals focus on issues that must be addressed
to sustain a healthier bay that will support both recreation and commerce, including but not limited to: clean
water and sediments; thriving habitats and abundant wildlife; and an informed, engaged and responsible
community.

Staff Recommendation: Commission approval to enter into the Tampa Bay Estuary Program Amended and
Restated Interlocal Agreement and authorization for the Chair to execute the document on behalf of EPC.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #7.e.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: Request for authority to take appropriate legal action against R&W Land Holdings, LLC and
Pro Way Paving Systems

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda
Division: Waste Division

Recommendation: Grant authority to pursue appropriate legal action and grant Executive Director or
designee settlement authority.

Brief Summary: R&W Land Holdings, LLC owns real property located at 7314 Nundy Avenue,
Gibsonton. A non-retail fuel user operated by Pro Way Paving Systems, LLC exists on the property. An
EPC inspection of the property on November 5, 2025 revealed three regulated aboveground storage tanks
(ASTs) containing petroleum product. The ASTs have not been registered and are out of compliance with
applicable AST rules. A Citation was served upon the responsible parties on May 4, 2026 and no adequate
response has been received. The violations remain unresolved and staff recommend taking appropriate legal
action.

Financial Impact: There is no immediate financial impact anticipated for this item. Funding for litigation
may utilize General Fund and Waste Division contract funds. EPC will seek to recover the costs of any

litigation.

List of Attachments: None

Background: The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) through a
contracted program with the FDEP conducts compliance inspections and undertakes enforcement actions
in Hillsborough County concerning Aboveground Storage Tanks (ASTs). The EPC also has authority for
this action under its Enabling Act, Chapter 84-446, Laws of Florida, as amended, and has adopted in
EPC Rule Chapter 1-12, Storage Tank Rule, the standards and criteria from FDEP Rule Chapter 62-762,
F.A.C. to address these types of AST violations.

R&W Land Holdings, LLC owns real property located at 7314 Nundy Avenue, Gibsonton, (folio # 050379-
0000), Section 26, Township 30, Range 19, in Hillsborough County, Florida. A non-retail fuel user
(Facility) operated by Pro Way Paving Systems, LLC exists on the Property. The Facility operations are
subject to the prohibitions of the EPC Act and rules promulgated thereunder, Chapters 376 and 403, F.S.,
and the Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). Chapter 376, F.S., and the applicable Aboveground Storage
Tank regulations adopted in Chapter 1-12, Rules of the EPC, under which the EPC is contracted to
implement, provide that both the owner of the property and the Facility operator are equally liable for
compliance with the applicable regulations. An EPC inspection on November 5, 2025 revealed
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numerous AST violations at the site. Specifically, the parties have failed to comply with the following rules:

a)

b)

©)

d)

)

h)

)

k)

Section 62-762.421(2), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.420, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
provide financial assurance responsibility documentation from date of installation to the present;

Section 62-762.401(5), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.400, Rules of the EPC — Failure to pay
current storage tank registration fees;

Section 62-762.601(1), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.600, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
perform tank tightness integrity testing;

Section 62-762.501(2)(e), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.500, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
install approved overfill protection device(s);

Section 62-762.601(1)(h), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.600, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
install approved release detection device(s);

Section 62-762.501(2)(a), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.500, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
install approved spill bucket(s);

Section 62-762.601(1)(e), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.600, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
provide documentation of monthly visual inspections of storage tanks;

Section 62-762.701(1), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.700, Rules of the EPC — Failure to repair
a slow, active leak noted on swivel of Tank #2 hose (only on one AST);

Section 62-762.411, F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.405, Rules of the EPC — Failure to provide
proper notification in writing or electronic format to the EPC between 30 and 45 days before
installation of the storage tank system and notification to the EPC in writing or electronic format
between 48 and 72 hours prior to the installation work to confirm the date and time of the
scheduled activities;

Section 62-762.851(2), F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.850, Rules of the EPC — Failure to
provide EPC the make/model/EQ# of storage tanks;

Section 62-762.401, F.A.C., adopted in Section 1-12.400, Rules of the EPC — Failure to properly
register storage tanks with FDEP prior to installation.

After repeated attempts to seek compliance by the responsible parties, the violations remain unresolved.
On April 30, 2026, the EPC issued a Citation of Violation and Order to Correct (Citation) to the responsible
parties identifying the violations and appropriate corrective actions. Service of the Citation was completed
on May 4, 2026 and no response was filed by either party within the required twenty-day time period. The
Citation has become a Final Order by operation of law and the violations remain unresolved.

The EPC staff request the Commission grant staff authority to take appropriate legal action, including but
not limited to filing a civil lawsuit, and also authorize the Executive Director to enter into any potential
settlement.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #7.1.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: Air Division- Request for the Establishment of Three Full-Time Employee (FTE) Positions
Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Division: Air Division

Recommendation: Approve three (3) non-General Fund FTE positions for EPC’s Air Division
Brief Summary: The Air Division is requesting approval to establish two Environmental Scientist 1T
positions under U.S. EPA’s Section 105 funding and one Engineer Specialist I position through
Florida’s Tag Fee funding. The additional positions will perform delegated work associated with air

monitoring, permitting, and compliance in accordance with state and federal regulations.

Financial Impact: No additional County funds required. Funding provided under EPA’s Section 105 Clean|
Air Act Grant and the Florida Tag Fee.

List of Attachments: None

Background: The Air Division is requesting three additional full-time staff positions, utilizing outside
funding sources, to perform delegated work and ensure local ambient air quality health standards are met
as established by state and federal regulations. Specifically, staff operates numerous air quality monitoring
stations; conducts air pollution source permitting and compliance activities; responds to citizen complaints;
and enforces regulatory standards throughout Hillsborough County. Further, these positions are necessary
to fulfill delegated requirements and responsibilities in accordance with the U.S. EPA’s Section 105 Air
Planning Agreement and the State’s Specific Operating Agreement.

In 2025, the Air Division lost numerous staff positions as a result of unforeseen funding constraints and
timing. Since then, remaining staff have attempted to absorb increased workloads across multiple program
areas. Based on available federal and state funds that can provide future program stability, the Air Division
is requesting approval to establish two new full time Environmental Scientist II positions under Section
105 and one full time Engineer Specialist I position through Tag Fee. This will ensure continuity of
operations, compliance with air regulations, and that we meet long-term air quality commitments.

13 of 16



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #9.a.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: Microbial Source Tracking: Fecal Source Identification in Florida Waters

Agenda Section: Regular Agenda

Division: Water Division

Recommendation: Informational Report

Brief Summary: Dr. Jody Harwood with the University of South Florida will present research to identify
sources of fecal pollution in Hillsborough County waters. The research is funded by EPC’s Pollution
Recovery Fund Program.

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact

List of Attachments: None

Background: Dr. Jody Harwood conducts research on sources of fecal pollution in the Tampa Bay
region through her lab at the University of South Florida. Dr. Harwood will present her findings,
including the use of microbial source tracking in her research. Dr. Harwood will present the results of
recent studies and provide recommendations for further action. The Commission most recently voted to
fund this research in 2025 utilizing the Pollution Recovery Fund.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item # 9.b.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026

Subject: 2026 Clean Air Fair Update

Agenda Section: Regular Agenda

Division: Air Division

Recommendation: Informational Report

Brief Summary: EPC once again celebrated the month of May as Clean Air Month, and this year was
especially meaningful as we reached the 25th anniversary milestone of the Clean Air Fair. Nationally,
May is recognized as a time to highlight the importance of clean air to the vitality and well-being of our
communities.

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact

List of Attachments: None

Background:

May is nationally recognized as Clean Air Month and on Thursday, May 7th, EPC hosted its Annual Clean
Air Fair at Tampa City Center’s Poe Plaza in downtown Tampa. This year’s theme, Stars and Stripes
Forever...Celebrating Clean Air Together, was selected to commemorate the Fair’s milestone 25th
anniversary, and to embrace the patriotic spirit surrounding the nation’s upcoming 250th anniversary.

Through the generosity of our sponsors, including Tampa City Center, the Downtown Hilton, Sprouts, and
Publix, and with the support of our many partners and exhibitors, EPC provided public education on
environmental conservation and natural resource protection. The event drew over one thousand guests who
visited more than seventy exhibitor tables. The presence of several commissioners further contributed to
the overall success of this year’s Fair.

Clean Air Fair highlights included:
e Display of winning artwork from the annual photography contest, along with honorable mentions

¢ Food and entertainment for attendees
e Distribution of more than 350 tree saplings in honor of Arbor Day to interested visitors
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Agenda Item #9.c.

Date of EPC Meeting: June 18, 2026
Subject: EPC’s Brownfield Program
Agenda Section: Regular Agenda
Division: Waste Division
Recommendation: Informational Report

Brief Summary: Presentation of EPC’s Annual Brownfields Report to the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection and summary of Brownfield activities in Hillsborough County.

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact.

List of Attachments: EPC of Hillsborough County 2026 Annual Brownfields Report

Background: Informational presentation on EPC’s State-delegated Brownfield program and activities
over the last State Fiscal year.
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