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Vaping devices and nicotine containing products are sold throughout Hillsborough County at many
kinds of businesses, including smoke shops, convenience stores, liquor stores, and more. The
Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) has prepared these guidelines
to help these businesses identify the hazardous wastes associated with vaping devices and liquid
nicotine products. This fact sheet also outlines associated regulatory requirements, but it is not
intended to be a complete reference to all applicable regulations and may not include all
hazardous materials associated with vaping and nicotine use. It is also assumed that the majority
of vaping stores and /or retailers are very small quantity generators of hazardous waste (VSQGs).

Acute hazardous waste, also referred to as “P-listed waste,” is any discarded or off-
specification product that the US EPA has found to be fatal in low doses or otherwise
capable of causing serious irreversible or incapacitating iliness. One common example of
a P-listed waste is waste nicotine (P075). P-listed waste is considered so toxic that even
the empty containers are hazardous waste. Due to the acutely toxic nature of these
wastes, the weight threshold for VSQGs is very low compared to regular hazardous waste:

2.2-Ib/month of acute hazardous waste vs. 220-lb/month of regular hazardous waste

Note that the business owner is responsible for determining the quantity of hazardous waste
generated each month, managing any hazardous waste generated in the store, and ensuring its
proper disposal. Contact the Small Quantity Generator (SQG) Program at (813) 627-2600 for
personalized compliance assistance if you believe your business generates more than 220-lb of
hazardous waste, or more than 2.2-lb of acute hazardous waste, in a single calendar month.
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-261/section-261.11#p-261.11(a)(2)

When generated at home by the consumer, waste vaping devices, nicotine products, and other
hazardous wastes are exempt and can be discarded into the regular trash.

Wastes generated at your facility, however, are subject to regulation, meaning you must manage
and dispose of them properly. To avoid generating vaping and nicotine wastes, implement the
following Recommended Best Management Practices (BMPs) instead.

Recommended BMPs:

Do not accept returns. Returned vaping products will likely be hazardous waste and must
be managed and disposed of properly by the business owner.

Do not allow customers to dispose of vaping waste at your business. This includes waste
disposable vapes, waste vape pods, waste vape coils, empty vape juice bottles, etc.

Return defective and damaged vaping merchandise to your supplier. Suppliers may give
credit for the return. If the supplier will not take it back, it must be disposed of as
hazardous waste. You can avoid the cost of transport and disposal if defective and
damaged merchandise is taken back by your supplier.

Recycle waste batteries if they are not part of the coil assembly. Do not remove batteries
from disposable vapes. Waste disposable vapes are hazardous waste and must be
properly disposed of.

Discount or give away vaping products that will not be sold but are still viable for use.
Avoid disposal costs by using the materials for their intended purpose.

Use personal protective equipment (PPE) to limit your exposure to nicotine. Nicotine is
toxic, and care should be taken when handling leaking devices and vape juice, and during
repairs. Remember, PPE, such as used gloves and other clean up materials contaminated
with nicotine, are hazardous waste and require proper management and disposal.

The following items are prohibited from dumpsters and trash bins:

e Disposable vaping devices
e Nicotine vape pods, even if empty

e Vape coils with nicotine

e Nicotine vape juice

e Emptynicotine vape juice bottles

e Nicotine spill clean up debris
(paper towel, rags, mop water, gloves)

e Any device with a rechargeable battery
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e Fluorescent lamps

For questions about this fact sheet, or for general compliance inquiries, call
the EPC’s Small Quantity Generator Program at (813) 627-2600, or email SQG@epchc.orq.
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