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The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) has prepared this document for 
businesses that apply paint or other coatings inside a spray booth.  These guidelines summarize the 
requirements for performing hazardous waste determinations on waste booth filters but are not intended 
to be a complete reference to all applicable regulations.  In accordance with the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act (RCRA) and 40 CFR 262.11, the business owner is responsible for performing accurate 
hazardous waste determinations:  
 

In accordance with state and federal rules, all businesses must evaluate the solid wastes 
that they generate to ensure the waste is nonhazardous before it can be discarded into 
the regular trash.  

 
This evaluation can be done by laboratory analysis or by using “generator’s knowledge,” however, 
generator’s knowledge is accepted only when sufficient data is available to appropriately support such a 
conclusion.  A written statement that identifies the waste as hazardous or nonhazardous, and the data 
used must be retained whenever generator’s knowledge is used.   
 
Spray booth filters collect aerosolized paint / coating / overspray, preventing it from being discharged to 
the environment.  Spray booth filters can become hazardous waste depending on the type of operations, 
work practices, and the products in use.   
 
If the coatings or paints in use contain any toxic RCRA metals (arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, 
mercury, selenium, and silver), the waste filters will be contaminated with heavy metals at potentially 
hazardous levels.  In order to properly determine whether waste filters are hazardous for these metals, 
current safety data sheets (SDSs) on coating should be reviewed. Determine which, if any, of the eight 
RCRA metals are listed as ingredients in each paint.  Lead, barium, chromium, and cadmium are the most 
common.  Be aware that the actual metal may be listed alone or as a part of another compound. 
 
 FOR EXAMPLE: ‘Lead chromate’ contains lead and chromium 
   ‘Barium sulfate’ contains barium 
 
If any RCRA metal is indicated on the SDS, a representative sample of the waste spray booth filters must 
be analyzed at a laboratory for to determine if its levels are above the RCRA regulatory limit.  If so, the 
spent filters are characteristically hazardous for that metal.  Note that the waste sample must be prepared 
using EPA Test Method 1311, the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP).   
 
For screening purposes only:  The sample may be analyzed without the TCLP preparation to determine 
the total levels of the metal.  If metals are detected in the ‘totals’ analysis at a high enough concentration 
(i.e., at least 20 times the regulatory limit), a TCLP test will also be required to demonstrate the filters are 
nonhazardous.  Note that the laboratory must be certified by the FL Department of Health’s National 
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP).  The EPC can provide a list of local certified 
laboratories if needed.  
 
 
 

http://www.epchc.org/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-262.11
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If waste solvent is sprayed onto the spray booth filters, for example, when flushing a spray gun, the waste 
filters will likely be listed hazardous waste, and they cannot be discarded into the regular trash, even if 
dry.  The SDSs should be used to determine the ingredients of the solvents in use.  Refer to the table below 
to determine if your solvent is a listed hazardous waste.  A common example of a F005 solvent is lacquer 
thinner since it frequently contains toluene and methyl ethyl ketone.   
 

Waste LISTED HAZARDOUS WASTES (40 CFR 261 Subpart D) 
Code Hazardous wastes from non-specific sources: 

F001 
Spent halogenated solvents used in degreasing, such as trichloroethylene, methylene chloride, 1,1,1-
trichloroethane, and carbon tetrachloride 

F002 
Spent halogenated solvents, such as those above, but not used as degreasers; other examples are 
1,1,2-trichloro-1,2,2-trifluoroethane and chlorobenzene 

F003 
Spent nonhalogenated, ignitable-only solvents, such as xylene, acetone, methanol, and methyl isobutyl 
ketone 

F004 Spent nonhalogenated solvents, such as cresols, cresylic acid, and nitrobenzene 

F005 
Spent nonhalogenated solvents, such as toluene, methyl ethyl ketone, carbon disulfide, and benzene; 
Spent solvent mixtures/blends containing 10% before use of F001, F002, F004 and/or F005; and solvent 
distillation bottoms 

 
Do not spray waste solvent on your booth filters.  Flush spray guns into a container, and collect all waste 
solvent for eventual disposal as hazardous waste.  At a minimum, the waste solvent container must be 
kept closed, and there may be additional requirements depending on the amount of hazardous waste you 
generate or produce each month.   
 
If you determine that your waste spray booth filters are nonhazardous, you can discard them with your 
regular trash (e.g., dumpster), but you will need to contact your local solid waste department for approval 
prior to disposal.  Phone numbers are provided below.  If the filters are determined to be hazardous, then 
a certified hazardous waste transporter should be used to ship the waste to an appropriate hazardous 
waste disposal facility.  A list of hazardous waste transporters is available from the EPC.  
 
Documentation of hazardous waste determinations and disposal must be kept on site for a minimum of 
three years, including:  SDSs and laboratory analyses, generator’s knowledge statements, uniform 
hazardous waste manifests, or other disposal receipts from the disposal facility, as applicable.   
 
Be aware that a hazardous waste determination must be repeated whenever there is a change in products, 
process, or procedure that could potentially affect whether the filters will be hazardous or nonhazardous. 
 
 

Local Hazardous Waste Programs  Local Solid Waste Departments 
SQG Program of EPC:  813-627-2600  Hillsborough County: 813-272-5680 

FL Dept of Environmental Protection: 813-470-5700  City of Tampa: 813-348-1146 
Hillsborough County HHW Program*: 813-272-5680  Plant City: 813-757-9208 

*RESIDENTIAL ONLY -  dial as prompted  City of Temple Terrace: 813-506-6570 
 
 
 
 

For general compliance inquiries, call the EPC’s  
Small Quantity Generator Program at (813) 627-2600, or email SQG@epchc.org. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-261/subpart-D
mailto:SQG@epchc.org
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