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The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) has prepared this
document to help you understand the regulatory requirements for the safe management and
disposal of typical hazardous salon waste. These guidelines are not intended to be a complete
reference to all applicable regulations and may not include all hazardous chemicals found in your
salon. It is also assumed that the majority of salons generate less than 220-lbs (100-kg) of
hazardous waste in any single calendar month and are categorized as very small quantity
generators of hazardous waste (VSQGs).

Please note that the salon owner is responsible for determining the quantity of hazardous waste
generated each month, managing the hazardous waste while it is at the salon, and ensuring its
proper disposal. Contact the Small Quantity Generator (SQG) Program at (813) 627-2600 for
personalized compliance assistance if you believe your salon generates more than 220-Ibs of
hazardous waste in a single month.

Waste Acetone, Waste Polishes / Gels, Waste Removers, Waste Thinners, Waste Sanitizers

Any waste with a flash point less than 140°F /60°C, or with 24% or higher alcohol content, is
ignitable and is a regulated hazardous waste that cannot be discarded in the regular trash.
This includes hand sanitizers, as well as most liquid solvents and polishes commonly used at
salons, but could also include cotton balls, cloths, etc., if they are not dry when discarded.

Avoid generating waste remover by wrapping nails instead of soaking them. If waste liquid
remover is generated, it should be stored in a container with a tight-fitting lid. If the
container is metal, it should be properly grounded. Keep the container closed unless you
are adding waste to it. Label the waste container with a description of the contents (e.g.,
“flammable waste acetone”). Keep the container away from heat, flames and other ignition
sources.

Bottles still containing polish may be given to customers for touch-ups if they are still viable.
If not, waste liquid polish should be emptied into the waste storage container to be
disposed of with the rest of the liquid ignitable wastes. Old / expired hand sanitizers can be
offered to employees for their personal use. Empty bottles of polish and sanitizer may be
tossed in the regular trash.

Used Cotton Balls, Swabs and Rags

If these wastes are not saturated or dripping with acetone or other solvents, they may be
discarded into the regular trash. If you are generating used cotton balls, etc., that are
saturated and dripping wet, adjust your work practices so they are dry when discarded to
avoid generating hazardous waste. If you are using non-acetone solvents, you may need to
separately bag and label the waste before putting it in the trash. Pure acetone polish
remover is recommended over removers containing toluene or other toxic ingredients.
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Waste Fluorescent Lamps / Universal Waste Lamps

Waste fluorescent lamps from overhead lighting fixtures and nail polish/gel curing lamps
must be recycled. Fluorescent lamps contain mercury and are many are hazardous waste if
not recycled. Additionally, the incineration of any fluorescent lamp is prohibited in the
State of Florida. Since solid waste in Hillsborough County is incinerated, this means
fluorescent lamps cannot be discarded into the regular trash. For these reasons, the EPC
recommends converting to LED, including overhead and curing lamps.

If you store waste fluorescent lamps on site, they must be in containers that will protect
them from breakage, and you should keep the containers closed unless you need to add or
remove a lamp. Waste lamps may be stored in their original box as long as all openings are
covered/sealed. Label the container “universal waste lamps,” “waste lamps” or “used
lamps.” When the box is full, make recycling arrangements. A list of transporters is
available.

Waste Aerosol Cans

Damaged or unusable metal aerosol cans are hazardous wastes unless they are empty.
Waste aerosol cans still containing product and / or propellant must be stored in a closed
container. Label the container “waste aerosol cans” or something similar, for disposal as
hazardous waste. Empty aerosol cans may be discarded into the regular trash. “Empty”
means that no contents or propellants remain in the can after normal use. A separate fact
sheet for managing waste aerosol cans is available if needed. If possible, use a spray pump
aerosol bottle or something similar instead of a traditional metal aerosol can.

Damaged or Off-Specification Products

Salons use a variety of products that would be hazardous waste if discarded. In addition to
polishes, thinners, and removers used at nail salons, hair salons routinely use peroxides,
dyes, mousses, hair sprays, and disinfectants. These products cannot be discarded in the
regular trash and would need to be disposed of as hazardous waste. To the greatest extent
possible, damaged or off-specification items should be returned to the distributor or vendor
for credit. Additionally, damaged products that are no longer suitable for sale can be used
in-house. Off-specification products could be used for training purposes rather than on
clients. If they cannot be returned, and they cannot be used for their intended purpose,
these types of products will need to be collected for disposal as hazardous waste.

Reminders:
v" Do NOT pour ignitable wastes down your sink or toilet.
Do NOT put ignitable wastes or any liquid waste in the regular trash.
Do NOT throw fluorescent lamps in the regular trash.
Do NOT throw waste aerosol cans in the regular trash unless they are empty.
DO dispose of all hazardous wastes at authorized disposal or recycling facilities.

D N N N NN

DO keep all receipts of disposal and / or recycling for at least three years.

For questions about this fact sheet, or for general compliance inquiries, call
the EPC’s Small Quantity Generator Program at (813) 627-2600, or email SQG@epchc.orq.
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