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The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) has prepared this 
document as a courtesy to help dental practices understand the regulatory requirements for the 
safe management and disposal of hazardous wastes typically associated with dental facilities. 
These guidelines are not intended to be a complete reference to all applicable regulations and 
may not include all hazardous materials in the practice. The business owner is responsible for 
determining the quantity of hazardous waste generated each month, managing the hazardous 
waste while it is on site, and ensuring its proper disposal.  It is also assumed that most dental 
facilities generate less than 220-lbs of hazardous waste in any single calendar month and are very 
small quantity generators of hazardous waste (VSQGs). 

Amalgam Waste 
Amalgam waste is hazardous unless it is recycled / reclaimed.  Amalgam waste may not be 
disposed of in the trash or in a biohazardous / infectious waste container (e.g., “red bag”).  This 
includes noncontact amalgam that is left over from procedures, as well as amalgam from 
extracted teeth, chair side traps, vacuum pump filters, and amalgam separators.  Waste 
generated during maintenance and cleaning of amalgam separators, including spent amalgam 
cartridges and/or separator canisters, are also hazardous waste unless recycled. 

All amalgam waste must be either reclaimed by a mercury reclamation facility or managed and 
disposed of as hazardous waste.  Empty amalgam capsules can either be recycled or disposed of 
into the trash. 

Lead Waste 
Wastes containing lead, including used foils, bite wings, and aprons, are hazardous unless 
recycled and may not be discarded into the regular trash.  Recycle all lead wastes. 

Silver Waste 
Practices that produce conventional x-ray images on film usually have developer units that 
generate spent fixer with high levels of silver.  These units are usually equipped with a silver 
recovery unit that removes the silver before discharging the effluent to the sanitary sewer.  Silver 
recovery units must be maintained as directed by the manufacturers to ensure untreated fixer is 
not discharged down the drain.  Spent fixer can also be collected for silver recovery off site or 
disposed of as hazardous waste.   

Pharmaceutical Waste 
VSQGs are required to perform waste determinations on all waste pharmaceuticals (i.e., non-
creditable) to ensure they are nonhazardous before discarding them.  Additional information can 
be found on the waste pharmaceutical webpages of the Florida Department of Protection (FDEP) 
and the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): 

FDEP: https://floridadep.gov/waste/permitting-compliance-
assistance/content/pharmaceutical-waste-management-businesses-and 

EPA: https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/management-hazardous-waste-
pharmaceuticals.  
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