
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
An agency with values of environmental stewardship, fairness, and cooperation 

 

Environmental  
Protection Commission 
          of Hillsborough County 

Janet D. Lorton 
Executive Director  

 

Guidelines for 
MANAGING CAR 

WASH WASTEWATER 
January  2025 

 
The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) has prepared this fact 
sheet as a courtesy to help you understand the regulatory requirements for car washing 
operations.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) has determined that 
some vehicle washing activities result in insignificant environmental impacts and are therefore 
not required to apply for an industrial wastewater permit.  To avoid obtaining either a general 
car wash permit or an industrial wastewater permit, pursuant to Chapter 62-660, FAC, the 
following recommended Best Management Practices (BMPs) must be implemented instead:   
 
Recommended BMPs: 

• Generate less than 4000-gallons of wastewater weekly (estimate 10-15-gallons/car with 
pressure washer; 25-gallons/car with nozzle on hose). 

• Wash only the exteriors of passenger vehicles.  Do NOT wash engines or motors. 
• Wash vehicles at least 100-feet from public wells and at least 75-feet from private wells. 
• Do NOT use solvents or degreasing agents; use biodegradable detergents and dry wax. 
• Do NOT discharge wastewater to ditches, ponds, creeks, rivers, or stormwater systems. 
• Do NOT discharge wastewater to directly to groundwater via wells or sink holes. 
• Do NOT allow wastewater to leave the property by any means. 

 
Additional BMPs: 

• Use high pressure nozzles to minimize the quantity of wastewater generated. 
• Provide overhangs, canopies, or other coverings to prevent rainwater intrusion. 
• Provide curbing around the washing area to contain wastewater and allow it to evaporate. 
• Wash vehicles as far as possible from ditches, ponds, stormwater systems, wells, etc. 
• Prevent ponding if it creates a nuisance condition for neighbors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional guidance related to industrial wastewater permits, please contact  
the EPC at (813) 627-2600 or the Southwest District of the FDEP at (813) 470-5700. 

  

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.asp?Chapter=62-660
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