Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee

 Meeting Minutes – May 4, 2009
Members in attendance  

Daniel Alberdi, Jeremy Burris, Hallie Calig, Deborah Cope, Roy Davis, Wayne Echelberger, Ph.D., Harold Falls, Melanie Higgins, Ann Hodgson, Ph.D., Joy Ingram, Vicki Kenyon, Kim Koleos, 
Dale Meryman, Ph.D., Cam Oberting, George Parker, Jr., Sharon Terrill-Elfers, 
Members absent   

David Jellerson
Guests   
John Emery, SWFWMD; Jeff Whealton, SWFWMD; Richard Ghent, CF Industries; Stefan Katzaras, CF Industries; Dan Malloy, Esq., Tampa Bay Builders Assoc.
EPC Staff in attendance   
Richard Garrity, Executive Director; Rick Tschantz, General Counsel; Tony D’Aquila, ERM Division Director; Tom Ash,General Mgr., ERM;  Reggie Sanford, General Mgr., Air Division; Kathy Fitzhugh, Administration; Barbara Motte, Community Relations Coordinator; Jeannette Figari, CEAC Liaison.
I.  Regular Business 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.
a)  Public Comment
No one addressed the Committee at this time.
b)  Approval of April 14, 2009 Minutes
A motion was made to approve the minutes with one correction.  Under the Preview section of the minutes there is a textual error, “November of 2009” should read “November of 2008.”
c)  Review – April 16, 2009 Board Meeting
Dr. Garrity provided the review of the April Board meeting.
· The Legal Department requested and was granted authority to take enforcement against the Hindu Religious Center, Inc.

· The Board endorsed the MOU between the EPC and the City of Tampa which provides for the City of Tampa Police Department to enforce noise regulations for Channelside and Ybor City.

· A proclamation was made recognizing May as Clean Air Month.

· Information regarding the filing of an Amicus Brief with the Court concerning the Ammonia Pipeline breach that occurred in November of 2008 was provided.

· Staff presented a report on the Agency’s complaint response procedure.

A report on Basin Management Action Plans (known as BMAPs) was provided. 

Dr. Garrity provided an explanation of the BMAP process for the CEAC members.
· An update on the workshop held to discuss the regulation of mulch was provided.

· An update on the current Legislative Session, focusing on some of the environmental and administrative bills that could potentially impact the EPC, was presented by Rick Tschantz, EPC General Counsel.
e)  Preview –May 21, 2009 Board Meeting

Dr. Garrity provided the preview of the upcoming May meeting.
· The Air Division will present the winners of the Clean Air photo contest.
· Staff will provide the Board with an update on the proposed EPC Budget.

· ERM staff will review the Landscape Management Regulation workshop and the issues addressed.
· Waste Management staff will discuss the status of the superfund sites.

· Wetlands Management staff will present the quarterly update on the Hybrid.

· Staff will update the Board on EPC’s internal policies.

· Rick Tschantz will provide a final report on this year’s Legislative Session.

II.  Items for Discussion, Action or Presentation
At this time, Danny Alberdi requested that CEAC consider changing the order of the presentations as listed on the Agenda in consideration of the speakers invited for the Water Conservation Efforts discussion.  The members were in agreement and voted unanimously to change the order of the presentations.
a) Water Conservation Efforts
CEAC members Hallie Calig, Harold Falls and Danny Alberdi were responsible for securing speakers for this agenda item.  John Emery and Jeff Whealton representing the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) began the discussion followed by Richard Ghent and Stefan Katzaras representing CF Industries (CFI) and concluding with Dan Malloy, Esq., President of the Tampa Bay Builders Association (TBBA).
The SWFWMD representatives, with the aid of a power point presentation, showed drought maps for most of the state of Florida illustrating both present and past conditions of the resource, provided stream flow comparisons from 2000 to present, presented ground water pumping usage graphs ranging from 1931-2009, and discussed both the short-term and long-term water conservation strategies being undertaken by the SWFWMD.  Regional agricultural conservation programs, such as AGSWIM, and other agricultural conservation efforts were also addressed.  Mr. Emery and Mr. Whealton answered questions posed by the Committee throughout their presentation.
The CFI representatives, also utilizing a power point presentation, introduced their segment of the discussion with an explanation of why CFI produces fertilizer.  They then proceeded to provide an overview of the mining process and how water is utilized throughout the process.  The implementation of water conservation practices by CFI was discussed and a summary of the water efficiency improvements employed by CFI was provided.  Information pertaining to CFI’s partnership with the City of Tampa regarding the Tampa Ammonia Terminal and CFI’s partnership with Hardee Counting in the development of the Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Project (ARRP) was presented.  A summary of CFI’s economic impact for 2008 concluded this segment of the presentation.  Mr. Ghent and Mr. Katzaras responded to questions throughout their presentation.

Dan Malloy, Esq., President of the TBBA, addressed the building industry’s efforts in the area of conservation.  According to Mr. Malloy, Federal statistics indicate that 70% of water use for a typical residential unit occurs inside the home with the remaining 30% of water use occurring outside the unit. In the building industry, Green Building and conservation are approached from an economic perspective.  Builders must be able to market the home to make it desirable and affordable for the consumer.   Presently there are very few cost neutral products available in home construction.  Most products that help to conserve water cost money at the front end.  There are standards available for builders to meet in order to achieve “green” house certification.  In Hillsborough County it is the Florida Green Building Coalition which establishes the standards for this certification.  The standards deal will all aspects of construction including fixtures and appliances and are currently working on standards that include grey water re-use and the harvesting of rainwater.  A new concept under evaluation is point-source heating.  The TBBA supports and promotes green building through the use of various educational tools.  Mr. Malloy responded to questions raised by Committee members.

Model Fertilizer and Landscape Management Ordinance Presentation
Tony D’Aquila, ERM Director, utilized a power point presentation to provide a status update on EPC’s information gathering efforts relating to the possible development of a Landscape Management Ordinance for Hillsborough County.  Mr. D’Aquila briefly summarized the presentation he made in February to CEAC, he informed them of the April 23rd workshop which included an expanded number of participants and provided highlights from the workshop.   Mr. D’Aquila identified the consensus issues, such as training and certification, the non-consenus issues such as a rainy season ban and point of sale regulation, and the outlying issue of compliance and enforcement, whether the regulation should be an EPC Rule or a County Ordinance. 
Mr. D’Aquila explained the impact of the recently approved Senate Bill 494.   This Bill requires all counties with water bodies impaired by nutrients to adopt, at a minimum, the FDEP’s Model Ordinance for Florida Friendly Fertilizer Use on Urban Landscapes.  Senate Bill 494 does provide for local governments to adopt more stringent regulations provided the regulations are science based,  technically and economically feasible, consider all relevant scientific input and are needed to attain water quality standards.   Whether or not Hillsborough County would require stricter regulations would be an issue for consideration and discussion at future workshops.  Mr. D’Aquila responded to questions raised by CEAC members concerning this issue.

EPC Budget Update

Dr. Garrity provided information on the EPC’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  Included in the presentation was a summary timeline for budget submittal, the FY07-FY11 total budget from all funds and from the Countywide general fund, the FY08-09 reductions already implemented and corresponding performance costs, the potential impacts of additional cuts and the budgetary tools available to address future budgetary constraints.   

Other Business

Tom Ash, ERM Division, gave a brief update on the status of the current PRF cycle.  Ten applications were submitted.  There is $308,000+  available in the fund and the total amount requested equals $608,000+.   The applications will undergo legal review to determine sufficiency and will then be forwarded to EPC staff and CEAC for review in June.  Project presentations will be scheduled for the July and August meetings.  PRF project recommendations will be discussed at the September meeting and will be presented to the Board for approval at their September or October meeting.
Hallie Calig commented upon the July 6th CEAC meeting immediately following the Fourth of July holiday weekend and suggested that CEAC consider changing the meeting date to Monday, July 13, 2009.  There was some discussion and Ms. Calig made a motion to change the July CEAC meeting date from Monday, July 6 to Monday, July 13, 2009.  The motion passed 14-2.
Harold Falls extended an invitation to everyone to attend the Grand Opening of the Knights P.R.E.S.E.R.V.E., at Knights Elementary School on Friday, May 8th.  
Barbara Motte, Outreach Coordinator, informed CEAC that the Annual Clean Air Fair was scheduled to take place on Thursday, May 7th at Poe Plaza in Tampa and everyone was invited to attend.

Agenda Items for June 1, 2009 CEAC Meeting
Dr. Echelberger asked if EPC staff would be responsible for the presentations scheduled for the June meeting.  Appropriate Staff will make the presentations for the PRF project update, the mangrove trimming delegation and the new ozone standard.  Staff will also introduce the Tom Koulianos Conservation Efficiency Award and CEAC will be responsible for finalizing certain administrative details.
A motion was made to adjourn.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.
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