Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee

 Meeting Minutes –March 2, 2009
Members in attendance  

Daniel Alberdi, Hallie Calig, Deborah Cope, Wayne Echelberger, Ph.D., Harold Falls, Melanie Higgins, Joy Ingram, David Jellerson, Kim Koleos, Dale Meryman, Ph.D., Cam Oberting, Sharon Terrill-Elfers
Members absent   

Jeremy Burris, Roy Davis, Ann Hodgson, Ph.D., Vicki Kenyon, George Parker, Jr.
Guests   

None
EPC Staff in attendance   
Richard Garrity, Executive Director, Rick Tschantz, General Counsel, Rick Muratti, Assistant Counsel; Tony D’Aquila, ERM Director; Tom Ash, ERM Division; Jeannette Figari, CEAC Liaison.
I.  Regular Business
The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m.  
a)  Public Comment
No one addressed the Committee at this time.
b)  Approval of February 2, 2009 Minutes
A motion was made to approve the minutes.  The motion carried.
c)  Review – February 19, 2009 Board Meeting
Dr. Garrity provided the review of the February Board meeting.
· Wetlands staff presented the IPA Quarterly Report.
· ERM staff reported on the Egmont Key issue.  The funding for Egmont Key is not under consideration in this special Legislative session.

· The Information Systems Staff (ISYS) provided an overview of the updated EPC website.  

· ERM Staff gave a report on the EPA and FDEP’s agreement to develop and implement numeric criteria for nutrient standards for Florida water bodies.
· Waste Management staff provided details on the processed yard waste workshop scheduled for Thursday, March 5, 2009 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
· The Finance and Administration staff reported on the recent streamlining efforts that have been made by EPC regarding the Fleet vehicles.
· The EPC Wetlands staff and the Planning Commission staff made a joint presentation regarding the interaction of the two agencies regarding wetland regulation and long range planning.
e)  Preview –March 19, 2009 Board Meeting

Dr. Garrity provided the preview of the upcoming March meeting.
· The EPC budget will be presented to the Board.  It is a continuation budget representing $15.5 million dollars with 150 employees.  Approximately half of the funding for staff comes from contracts, grants and fees and the other half from the general fund.

· The Wetland Management Division will report on the possibility of establishing a stormwater ditch maintenance MOU with Tampa, Temple Terrace and Plant City, similar to the stormwater ditch maintenance MOU EPC has with the Hillsborough County Public Works department. 
· In response to Commissioner Norman’s inquiry, EPC staff will report on the disposal of ditch cleaning materials.
· Waste Management staff will inform the Board on the outcome of the Mulch workshop.
· ERM staff will provide an update on the progress of the Fertilizer Ordinance workshops.
· Legal Department will present a Legislative update.
II.  Items for Discussion, Action or Presentation

a)  Rich Tschantz, General Counsel, informed the Committee of proposed bills, SB 360 and HB 630, which include several provisions that propose to restrict, eliminate or reduce growth management regulations.  He presented information from the House Agricultural and Natural Resources Policy Committee meeting packet highlighting several of the proposals under consideration that appear to directly impact the daily operation and functioning of the EPC.
A discussion ensued regarding regulatory duplication. Mr. Tschantz informed the members that Florida Local Environmental Resource Agencies, Inc. (FLERA) is proposing legislation to make it easier for local governments to assume delegation of state programs.

Deborah Cope proposed forming a subcommittee to follow some of the proposed bills that potentially could impact environmental regulation in Hillsborough County and report back to the committee at large on the status.  A discussion ensued in which some of the members expressed their reluctance to form a subcommittee regarding the proposed legislation.  No action was taken.
Rick Muratti, Assistant Counsel, spoke about the procedure for tracking bills and the County lobbyist’s role in that process.  He provided the Committee members with a list of proposed bills that the EPC would be tracking and provided a brief summary of some of those bills.  An EPC staff summary of the bills will be made available to all CEAC members for review.
b)  Tom Ash, General Manager ERM Division, gave a presentation on the proposed Poll & Troll zone for the Little Cockroach Bay.  In September 2007 the EPC approved the Seagrass Management Action Plan which provided EPC staff with a tool to manage and protect the seagrass resources within the County.  Establishing an experimental “Poll & Troll” zone within Little Cockroach Bay was a proposed action included in this Plan.  A Pole & Troll Task Force was created to gather input from the community at large including representatives from commercial enterprises, recreational advocates, environmentalists, regulatory agencies and local residents. Mr. Ash outlined some of the issues the Task Force considered including reasonable access, lack of natural deep water, signs and markings for the boating public, law enforcement and compliance, education and outreach, and manatee and seagrass protection.  He presented the various options currently under discussion.  When asked which option EPC preferred, Mr. Ash indicated that EPC staff was still in the information gathering mode and would need to complete this phase before determining which option could best achieve the desired outcome.
Mr. Ash also informed the Committee that a tree was planted on the grounds of the Roger P. Stewart Center in memory of Annie Sutton.  Ms. Cam Oberting, who donated the tree, Mr. Harold Falls and several EPC staff members were present when the tree was planted. 

c)  Chairman Jellerson informed the Committee that representatives from the Tampa Port Authority (TPA) requested that their presentation on the TPA Master Plan be rescheduled to another day.  They felt that they needed a longer period of time in which to make their presentation and suggested that CEAC hold their meeting at the Port Authority offices and participate in a boat tour of selected Hillsborough Bay locations.  The Committee rescheduled the presentation to the April 6th CEAC meeting and voted to begin the meeting one hour earlier at 2:00 p.m.  The April 6th meeting will take place at the Tampa Port Authority located at 1101 Channelside Drive in Tampa.
Other Business

Dale Meryman, as the CEAC appointee to the Water Conservation Technical Advisory Committee, gave a brief overview of the Committee and inquired whether or not the CEAC members would like to receive a written or oral report on the Water Conservation Technical Advisory Committee’s quarterly meetings. The members decided that they would prefer an oral report.  

Agenda Items for April 6, 2009 CEAC Meeting
In addition to the regular agenda and the rescheduled Tampa Port Authority Master Plan presentation, the CEAC members requested that Rick Tschantz provided a status update on the Legislative Session.
A motion was made to adjourn.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
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