Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee

 Meeting Minutes –April 14, 2009
Members in attendance  

Daniel Alberdi, Jeremy Burris, Hallie Calig, Roy Davis, Wayne Echelberger, Ph.D., Harold Falls, Melanie Higgins, Joy Ingram, David Jellerson, Kim Koleos, Dale Meryman, Ph.D., Cam Oberting, 
George Parker, Jr., 
Members absent   

Deborah Cope, Ann Hodgson, Ph.D., Vicki Kenyon, Sharon Terrill-Elfers
Guests   

Wanda Martin, Citizen; Janet L. Dougherty, J.D. Kovach & Assoc.
EPC Staff in attendance   
Richard Garrity, Executive Director, Rick Tschantz, General Counsel, Jeannette Figari, CEAC Liaison.
I.  Regular Business
The meeting was held in the Tampa Port Authority Board Room located at 1101 Channelside Drive in Tampa and was called to order shortly after 2:00 p.m. 
a)  Public Comment
No one addressed the Committee at this time.
b)  Approval of March 2 , 2009 Minutes
A motion was made to approve the minutes.  The motion carried.
c)  Review –March 19, 2009 Board Meeting
Dr. Garrity provided the review of the March Board meeting.
· The EPC budget was submitted to the Board.  

· The Wetland Management Division presented a report on the possibility of establishing a stormwater ditch maintenance Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Tampa, Temple Terrace and Plant City.  Tampa and Temple Terrace supported the idea, Plant City expressed no interest.

· In response to Commissioner Norman’s inquiry, EPC staff presented a report on the disposal of ditch cleaning materials.

· Waste Management staff informed the Board on the outcome of the Mulch workshop.

· ERM staff provided an update on the progress of the Fertilizer Ordinance workshops.

· The Legal Department presented an update on the Legislative activity.

e)  Preview – April 16, 2009 Board Meeting

Dr. Garrity provided the preview of the upcoming April meeting.
· The Legal Department will request authority to take enforcement against the Hindu Religious Center, Inc.
· Air Management staff will discuss the MOU between the EPC and the City of Tampa regarding noise regulation for Channelside and Ybor City.

· The Board will be asked to proclaim May as Clean Air Month.

· Information regarding the filing of an Amicus Brief with the Court concerning the Ammonia Pipeline breach that occurred in November of 2009 will be provided.
· Staff will report on the Agency’s complaint procedure.

· A report on Basin Management Action Plans (known as BMAPs) will be given. Background information regarding Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and the State requirement to 
develop BMAP’s will be provided.
· Staff will report on their meetings with the agricultural community regarding processed yard trash.

f)  Status update – 2009 Legislative Session

Richard Tschantz, General Counsel, provided an update on the proposed environmental  legislation being considered in Tallahassee that could potentially affect the functioning of the Agency and other local programs resulting in a weakening of existing environmental controls.  
He also commented upon proposed legislation supported by the EPC that would amend the existing delegation rule to ascertain that local programs meeting the established criteria would receive delegation from the State.  

Citing time constraints, Daniel Alberdi made motion that the Committee ask the EPC Board to send a letter to the Local Hillsborough County Delegation, the Senate and House leaders and Governor Crist asking them to oppose any bills that would restrict, loosen or reduce local controls on environmental regulation.  After some discussion, Mr. Alberdi, amended his motion to include that, in the alternative, CEAC be granted the authority to send the letter if the EPC Board was not inclined to do so.  The motion was seconded and the Chair called for discussion.

There was much discussion among the members expressing various positions in support of and in opposition to the motion.  A vote was called and the motion carried 8 to 5 in support.  

Roy Davis made a subsequent motion that, if the Board chose to authorize CEAC to send the letter, then the letter should include a statement reflecting the 8 to 5 vote.  A vote was taken and the motion carried 7 to 6 in support.

Chairman Jellerson indicated that he would bring CEAC’s request to the EPC Board at the upcoming April 16th meeting.

At this time, the Tampa Port Authority (TPA) representatives were invited to make their presentation on the Port’s Master Plan.

II.  Items for Discussion, Action or Presentation

a) Tampa Port Authority Master Plan

The Master Plan presentation was scheduled to include a boat tour of specific sites; unfortunately, due to the inclement weather, the boat tour portion of the presentation was cancelled.  An invitation was extended to reschedule the tour at a later date.
The following Port Authority staff members were in attendance to present information and answer questions from the Committee:  Richard A. Wainio, Port Director and CEO; Charles E. Klug, Deputy Port Director of Administration and Port Counsel; Zelko N. Kirincich, Deputy Port Director of Operations; Bruce Laurion, Port Engineer; Ramgopal Kancharia, Sr. Director of Planning and Development; John Thorington, Sr. Director of Governmental Relations and Philip Steadham, Director of Environmental Affairs.
Mr. Wainio introduced the Port staff members and then proceeded to provide an overview of the Port of Tampa including historic, navigational and economic aspects of the Port.  He explained the Port’s strategic priorities, specifically identifying three areas of focus:  (1) safety and security, (2) environment, and (3) business issues.  
Following Mr. Wainio’s introduction, Mr. Charles Klug elaborated on a variety of topics including, among other things, the Port’s existence, governance and mission; Master Plan objectives; market and facilities assessment; the Port’s strengths and weaknesses; economic considerations; and the future demands and challenges the Port faces.  Specific Master Plan land fill and dredging projects were discussed and the TPA staff responded to questions raised by CEAC members throughout the presentation.
Mr. Klug informed the Committee members that the Master Plan is available for review on TPA’s website.  

Other Business

No other business was addressed.
Agenda Items for May 4, 2009 CEAC Meeting
There was no discussion regarding the upcoming agenda items for May.
A motion was made to adjourn.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
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